o
¥ a
function organised at the
Persistent System’s Limited AP)
Abdul Kalam Hall on Saturday.

Presenton the occasionwas its
founder Varun Shrivastava, an

IITan from Kharagpur and exec-
utive body members Zonal
members namely Vinod Tambi
CEO of a company. former DGM
MOIL Anjan Biswas, Al Sirand
Kshitij Gupta Pracharak RSS,
drawn from different fields, who
volunteer to give their time fora
cause just to bring a smile on
innocent face of a child,

Their ‘Reach and Teach' initia.
tiveand ‘Footpath Shala’ isshow-
ing results of a hard struggle by
its volunteers to get the under-
privileged children to take to read-
ing and writing, besides devel-
oping other skills like tailoring,
singing, learning to dance. One
of their students managed to
reach the platform of Sa Re Ga
Ma singing competition,

Impressive presentations were
made by volunteers from
Gurgaon, Delhi Zone, Bangalore
Mouda in Vidarbha, Nagpur
Zone. The kind of work that is

. being done revealed hard work
and dedication,

Alot of thrust is beingimposed
on education of the underprivi-
leged children, de-addiction
from Gutktha and tobacco,
something which the children
have picked up from their par-
ents. tackling the problem ol

dropout, overcoming difficulty of
language barrier.

Some of their students have
been benefited to an extent that
t)wymmagedlosmrrmmarh

in Class 10.
One girl has gone ahead and

taken admission in 1CAD. One
boy has secured admission in

d

Award winning students of UPAY pose with their certificates and
madals. Also seen are founder of UPAY Varun Shrivastava and

members of advisory panel.

 UPAY is taking roots,

“NGO UPAY (Underprivileged’s
Advancement by Youth) is nine
years old and Is taking roots,
spreading the message and
bringing the underprivileged
children living inslums, on traf.
fic squares, under the umbrella
where free education, skill devel-
opment is taught to children
They are also counselled by
expert volunteers to give up
Gutkhaand tobacco,” informed &
Founder and [IT Kharagpur
Alumni Varun Shrivastava,
whose mind and soul hovered
around the children, who begged
at tralfic square rummaged
through garbage in slums

Speaking exclusively to The
Hitavada, Varun said “Iworked
with NTPC and hence Kumhar
was the place, near Moudatrom
where it all stated in 2010

[here were ten children with
three volunteets 1o work, that
lod to developing ten voluntees
teams that artracted retired
teachers, engineers, doctorsand
working professionals, who cor
tributed their precious know!-
edge and time. In Nagpur, we
have 50 volunteers. Tencentres

o
o

NGO’s works reveal result-oriented
res taken to help underprivileged

Government Engineering

College.

One boy from the UPAY Santra
Market Footpath Shala present-
ed a - dance mimicking
Michael Jackson brilliantly. The
performers were awarded medal
and a certificate af the hands of
dignitaries.

Interacting with the volunteer
teaching staff and the students
the advisory body gave good sug
gestions and ideas. The Hitavada
Staffer NanduAndharealso spoke
on the occasion and appealed to
the Zone in charge to take belp
of the print media in showcasing
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